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ROAD TRIP 

That is what we called our time away as family this summer.  We had no plans arranged...just a direction and the idea of seeing 
some friends and sights. (NOT MY USUAL)  We wanted to go some place away from all that we knew, AND it had to be cool tem-
peratures and inexpensive.  And, that meant we headed west.  We had seen these sights the previous year but was up for another 

round especially with the addition of some loved ones from Spain.  The beauty and the windshield time gave me time to think.   

I was sitting in the van next to my wife, Steph, when I felt a peculiar churning in my stomach. Just that growing, nagging sense that 

something wasn’t right.  I broke the silence and said, “You know, I’m so messed-up.”  “Why is that?” she asked. 

To simplify the conversation:  I wasn’t sure if I actually loved God the way I once did or should. Not really.  It feels odd to articu-
late. Given all I’ve seen and experienced, and all the ways God the Father has blessed me and provided for me, how could I not 
love Him?  But, my looming health issue and the experiences of the past year had simply been one of the hardest trials of my 

life...one that has never gone away but only seems to have grown over time.   

Somehow the Godhead, for all I’d heard about Him and read about Him and preached about Him, felt more obscure, more ambig-
uous to me. I believed I am His and He is good, as a matter of fact. I had no difficulty respecting or worshipping Him. I enjoy serv-
ing Him and His people.  I wanted to love Him, but I wasn’t sure that I did. And I certainly didn’t feel like He could really love me 

with as frustrated and angry as I felt about my life. 

Many Christians have been there; maybe you are there right now. It’s not that you aren’t a Christian, but you realize there is 
something missing in your love for God. You may love God, say you love Jesus, but do you really? Do you feel a personal connec-
tion to Him and understand just how much He loves you? Questions similar to those were stirring deep inside my heart; it was 

almost as if a hole had been slowly opening in me. 

The truths that I have heard myself preach in countless sermons seemed out of my grasp. 

How Understanding Grace Again Is Setting Me Free 

My life wasn’t changed on the trip, but the journey to go deeper into grace was instantly accelerated. There is something liberating 
about giving voice to your questions and coming to terms with your deficiencies. The small conversation stayed with me (she prob-
ably has forgotten it), and in the week that has followed I increasingly realized that my understanding of God as my Father, needed 
some work. I began to study God the Father, paying close attention to His love for people and personalizing His love for me. The 

more I read and meditated on His love, the more real it is becoming to me. 

Grace is the framework by which the love of the Father is explored and expressed. When you’ve spent all of your adult life 

preaching to people every week, it’s humbling to see that it’s taken so long to grasp the revelation of grace for yourself. 

I’ve slowly been coming to see more.  That’s what grace does—it heals your eyes, and nothing looks the same. You are able to 
view Scripture, the world around you, and perhaps most of all your own self through healed eyes. Grace is a whole different way 
of seeing the world.  God’s amazing grace will change your life? Because it has changed mine. And it is still changing me, even now.

                        In His Grace,  Pastor Jeremy 



    

Records 

  Jun Jul Aug 

Sunday School 
Average Per Wk 

234 222 244* 

AM Worship 
Average Per Wk 

347 310 341* 

PM Worship 
Average Per Wk 

89 103 136* 

General Fund 
Average Per Wk 

$6,769 $5,581 $6,135* 

N/A: Not Available 

* : Incomplete        

Information 

 

      

Q & AQ & AQ & AQ & A    

Q: "What does it mean to grow in grace?" 
 
A: II Peter 3:18 tells us to “grow in the grace and 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.” To grow in grace is 
to mature as a Christian. We are saved by grace through 
faith (Ephesians 2:8–9), and we mature and are sanctified 
by grace alone. We know that grace is a blessing that we 
don’t deserve. It is God’s grace that justifies us, sanctifies 
us, and eventually glorifies us in heaven. 
The sanctification process, becoming more like Christ, is 
synonymous with growing in grace. 
 We grow in grace by reading God’s Word and letting 
it “dwell in us richly” (Colossians 3:16) and by praying. 
Those actions by themselves don't mature us, but God 
uses these spiritual disciplines to help us grow. Therefore, 
maturing in our Christian life is not about what we do, 
but about what God does in us, by His grace. Under-
standing and applying God's grace in our lives is im-
portant. We are not to impair it by being proud, because 
God says that He resists the proud but gives grace to the 
humble (James 4:6). Grace is that attribute of God that 
enables us to break free of our sinful nature and follow 
Him. It gives us strength and protects us. Without God's 
grace, His favor, we would be hopelessly lost in this 
world. The more grace we have and ask God for, the 
more mature as Christians we will be. 
 To grow in grace does not mean gaining more grace 
from God. God’s grace never increases; it is infinite, it 
cannot be more, and according to the nature of God, it 
could never be less. He gave His only Son so that whoev-
er believes in Him should be saved (John 3:16). How 
much more grace could there possibly be than that? But 
to grow in grace is to grow in our understanding of what 
Jesus did and to grow in our appreciation of the grace we 
have been given. The more we learn about Jesus, the 
more we will appreciate all He has done, and the more 
we appreciate His love and sacrifice for us, the more we 
will perceive the never-ending grace of God. 
 Peter also confirms that we need to grow in our 
knowledge of Jesus and to have that intimate relationship 
with Him because the more we know of Him, the more 
of Him will be seen in our lives. Paul said in Colossians 
3:1–4: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, 
not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
 The Scriptures contain all the knowledge we will ever 
need to learn of God, His Son, and His Spirit, at least in 
this life. God`s desire for those He has saved is their 
sanctification and transformation. He wants us to become 

more holy like Himself.  

 

Vision 2020 Informa�on: 
Seed Goal ($2,020): MET!! 

Faith Goal ($20,202): MET!! 

Ac�on Goal ($202,020): $56,813.74 






