
1The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like 
the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; it will re-
joice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of 
Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of 
Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of 
the Lord, the splendor of our God. 3Strength-
en the feeble hands, steady the knees that give 
way; 4say to those with fearful hearts, “Be 
strong, do not fear; your God will come, he 
will come with vengeance; with divine retribu-
tion he will come to save you.” 5Then will the 
eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped. 6Then will the lame leap like a 
deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water 
will gush forth in the wilderness and streams 
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in the desert. 7The burning sand will become a 
pool, the  thirsty ground bubbling springs. In 
the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and 
reeds and papyrus will grow. 8And a highway 
will be there; it will be called the Way of Holi-
ness; it will be for those who walk on that Way. 
The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools 
will not go about on it. 9No lion will be there, 
nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found 
there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10and those the Lord has rescued will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting 
joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy 
will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing 
will flee away.    (Isaiah 35  NIV)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given . . . (Isaiah 9:6) 

 Applications for the senior pastor position have ceased with a total of 36 applicants 
responding. Several were obvious in not meeting the requirements set forth, others 
withdrew throughout the process. The committee narrowed the field to six, having 
viewed these six either in person or online. Written and in-person interviews were 
conducted, and the committee has chosen a candidate to bring to the church. 
 Michael Baham of Double Springs Baptist Church, Maben, Mississippi, will be 
bringing the Sunday morning and Sunday evening sermons on December 31. A 
special business meeting will be held after that evening service to vote on calling 
Bro. Baham. All HFBC members are urged to attend and vote.

P a s t o r   C a n d i d a t e 
to sPeak and be voted on

The



Promos
Vision Committee

Update

The committee has been meeting to discuss potential projects 
and has gathered cost estimates. A 50’x60’ indoor children’s 
play area west of the fellowship hall will be first. A Q & A ses-
sion was held Dec. 3 to answer any questions members might 
have. Plans will be presented at a future business meeting for 
the church to vote on, but the project would not begin until our 
new pastor is in place and his input considered. The committee 
has named the project “The Matthew 19:14 Project.”—Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

ACTIVE 
   & Alive

AfterAfter  5555 (AAA55) SENIOR ADULTS

HERMITAGE FIRST BAPTIST

 Hermitage First Baptist senior adults strive to meet 
or hold an event every second Thursday of the month. 
Anyone 55 or over is invited to join them and ideas for 
activities are welcome. 
 No December event is planned because of 
the busy holidays, traveling, family gatherings, etc. But 
save the dates of January 11 and February 8 
with details to be determined.

PreK-5th gr . ││ Wednesday n i ghts

 HFBC Kids R.O.C.K—Rejoicing Over Christ’s 
Kingdom. 1st-5th grade students attending 
Kids R.O.C.K. study through whole group les-
sons, memory verses set to song, and small 
group discussions. 
 Preschool and kindergarten students study 
the big picture of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation.
 Kids R.O.C.K. meals continue to be provided 
by volunteers Wednesday nights, served at 
6:30 followed by lessons at 6:50.
 The kids helped Tricia Hoppers with Oper-
ation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection by 
taking part in a packing party one Wednesday 
evening to fill a multitude of shoeboxes, pray-
ing over the boxes and their recipients and 
learning to have a heart for giving to others.
 The church Children’s Department choir has 
been practicing for their annual Christmas 
program. This year’s event will be Sunday, Dec. 
17, at 6 p.m. with the presentation of “Sing 
with Us the Christmas Story.” Afterwards, 
everyone is invited to join the kids in fellow-
ship hall with hot chocolate and cookies.

Leaders: 
Chris & Kelly Redies 

“Sing with us the 
Christmas Story”

Sunday, Dec. 17 Sunday, Dec. 17 
at 6 p.m.at 6 p.m.

followed by hot chocolate 
& cookies fellowship

H F B C ’s  C h i l d re nH F B C ’s  C h i l d re n
w i l l  p re s e n t  t h e i r  2 0 2 3 w i l l  p re s e n t  t h e i r  2 0 2 3 

C h r i s t m a s  p ro g ra mC h r i s t m a s  p ro g ra m

Directed by
Leslie Lutz

HFBC Vision Team—Chris Redies, Jim Bennett, 
Artie Pearson, Robert Sawyer, John Murphy, 
Jeanne Lindsey & Pastor.



S eekersS eekers
Annette Bennett / Lori Breshears, coordinators

 Men’s Bible Study is held every Thursday at 7 a.m. 
in the church’s fellowship hall with light breakfast 
and coffee provided. The group study lasts about an 
hour, allowing men to participate while still having 
time to get to their jobs afterwards. 
  Featured studies are specifically geared to areas or 
issues challenging to men.

 New this quarter—Members of this Bible Study ex-
pressed a desire to form a work team to assist anyone 
in our church who needs help. Members can make 
designated monetary offerings to help support this 
team’s mission efforts. They have already begun with 
a couple of projects this past fall.

 Joy Seekers Ladies Bible Study will continue to meet 
on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. and on Tuesday morn-
ings at 8:30 a.m. Our current study in I, II and III John 
allows for participants to come and go as schedules per-
mit since we are not doing an actual purchased book.  
We are using our Bibles. Different translations are en-
couraged, as we do a verse-by-verse study.
 On December 19 the Tuesday morning group will have 
a Christmas fellowship, with details to be announced. 
Then there will be a break until January 8 (Monday) and 
January 9 (Tuesday) when we will resume studies, weath-
er permitting. 
 IF the local schools are closed because of  weather con-
ditions, then we also will not be meeting. 

M E N ’ S
B I B L E 
STUDY  THURSDAYS

7:00 - 8:00 A.M.

 In July of 2011, we attended Rick and Artie’s Adult 
Sunday School class. We were brand new to the church, 
but there were several familiar people in the class that we 
had known outside of church. I can’t remember the exact 
topic of the class that quarter, but I know it was related 
to the foundations of Christianity in America, which was 
one of (and still is) Rick’s favorite things to talk about.
 Coming into such a large church (the sanctuary was 
nearly filled the first time we came), it would have been 
easy to blend into the crowd and not connect with any-
one on a deeper level. However, Sunday School pro-
vided a way for us to become more familiar with others 
and establish relationships. It also fueled our desire to 
go deeper and grow in our personal relationships with 
the Lord. We soon felt at home, and decided to join the 
church.
 Maybe you are new(er) to our church and haven’t yet 
tried attending Sunday School. Maybe you’ve been here 
for a while, and just haven’t added that to your routine. 
Maybe you feel like you don’t know enough, or aren’t far 

enough along in your faith to walk into a class. Whatever 
the reason may be, consider this to be your invitation. 
There are no knowledge requirements or prerequisites at 
all, because we are all equal at the foot of the cross. Ev-
eryone is wanted, and everyone is welcome.
 We want this time of Bible study and fellowship to be 
a time for you to grow and be discipled, fellowship with 
each other, and find your place in the family of God. We 
hope you will decide to join us this next quarter! On De-
cember 3rd, at 9:45, Adult Bible Classes met in the fel-
lowship hall for donuts, coffee, and a time together to 
hear from the winter quarter teachers about the classes 
they will be offering. There is something for everyone!    

 ~ Kristen

Q U I P P I N G

101 B I B L E
CLASSES

Kristen Johnson 
Adult Sunday Morning

Bible Classes Coordinator

F O R   A L L   H F B C

Bible Class Teachers, 
Helpers & Families

Sunday, Jan. 21 at Noon
in Fellowship Hall



Y O U T HY O U T H

 Many updates have been made in the Youth room.  Ev-
eryone is invited to take a look at the new decor and 
added equipment.  Attendance continues to grow and the 
students are getting out of their comfort zones in serving. 
 Kate Murphy and Justus Yates stepped up to help lead 
IMPACT Youth worship with hopes more will join in 
showing off their talents God has blessed them with. 
 Plans for the Youth’s 2024 year have begun with sever-
al activities plannedd including the big event—the annu-
al Hermitage Youth Conference set for March 8-10 with 
the theme “The Way,” based on Psalm 32:8. Plans are well 
under way with invites and info already sent to church-
es that participated last year, and with plans for housing 
the crowd. Looking forward to this great event featuring 
Erskin Anavitarte music, a magician Friday night and awe-
some speakers each night, Chris Guffey, Curtis Owens 

and Chris Scott. 
 Chris Guffey and Curtis Owens are HFBC former 
members. Chris was youth pastor and Curtis announced 
his call to ministry while attending HFBC.

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
I will counsel you and watch over you. ~ Psalm 32:8

MARCH 8 - 9 - 10   2024
HERMITAGE, MO.

Erskin Music
Erskin Music Chris Guffey

Chris Guffey

Magician
Magician
F R I D A Y  N I G H T

F R I D A Y  N I G H T

Curtis Owens
Curtis Owens Chris Scott

Chris Scott

IMPACT  Youth  
Ice SkatIng

Jordan Valley Ice Park, 
Springfield

Feb. 10, 2024 
Leave HFBC at 4:00 p.m. 

Y
O
U
T
H

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example 
for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.~ I Timothy 4:12
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W
elcom

e!
H

ere at First Baptist, w
e believe Bible C

lass 
is an im

portant part of our m
inistry and a vital 

aspect of the spiritual grow
th of our church. W

e 
invite and encourage you and your fam

ily to at-
tend and participate in “C

ross C
entered” Bible 

C
lasses for all ages.

P
reschool B

ible C
lass 

Room 200C—
Preschool I (0-3 yrs.)

Nancy Brown, Jana Tipton

Room 200B—
Preschool II (4 yrs - Pre-K)

Misty Shaddox,  Pam Jenkins

C
hildren’s B

ible C
lass

Room 104—
Children I (K-2nd Grades)

Jeanne Lindsey, Lori Breshears

Room 102—
Children II (3rd-5th Grades)

Artie Pearson, Lindsay Pearson

Youth B
ible C

lass
Room 100—

Youth 6th - 12th Grades
Robert & Vanessa Sawyer

S
unday 

B
ible 

C
lasses—

9:45 
a.m

.
S

unday M
orning W

orship—
10:45 a.m

.
S

unday E
vening W

orship—
6:00 p.m

.

Bible Resource Center
R

oom
 201—

This room
 is available at any 

tim
e to spend tim

e com
m

unicating w
ith your 

Lord. You m
ay also feel free to use our Bible 

R
esource C

enter to strengthen your w
alk.

“R
ESPO

N
D

IN
G

 TO
 G

O
D

’S 
FA

ITH
FU

L IN
TER

VEN
TIO

N
: 

M
inor Prophets—

Part I”
M

ixed C
lass —

 R
oom

 202
C

al Jones

The tw
elve prophets delivered G

od’s m
essag-

es about pride, envy, hypocritical w
orship, and 

exploiting the poor. They dem
onstrated how

 na-
tions rise and fall according to G

od’s w
ill. And 

G
od spoke through them

 to reveal H
is plans. 

Som
e of those plans have been accom

plished 
and are now

 passed from
 our perspective, but 

others are still forthcom
ing. The fulfilled proph-

ecies reinforce our confidence that G
od w

ill lit-
erally fulfill the rem

aining prophecies. W
e call 

the last tw
elve books of the O

ld Testam
ent the 

M
inor Prophets, not because they are unim

port-
ant but because they are shorter in length than 
Isaiah, Jerem

iah, Ezekiel, and D
aniel. This is a 

tw
o-quarter study of these tw

elve prophets.

A
d

u
lt B

ib
le

 C
la

s
s

e
s

“STR
O

N
G

 W
O

M
EN

O
F TH

E B
IB

LE”
Ladies C

lass —
 R

oom
 204

K
atie M

urphy
Let’s be honest being a w

om
an isn’t alw

ays 
easy.  W

e are all faced w
ith challenges.  W

e w
ill 

look at a series of w
om

en in the Bible and how
 

they responded in life to trials and the qualities 
their life displayed through it all.  W

e w
ill see the 

traits of valor, loyalty, obedience, w
isdom

, faith, 
and m

any others.  W
e also w

ill be encouraged to 
allow

 G
od to let these traits be displayed in us. 

“A STU
D

Y O
F EPH

ESIA
N

S”
M

en’s C
lass   —

  R
oom

 206
Jim

 D
uryee

Paul w
rote to the believers in Ephesus to rem

ind 
them

 of their im
m

easurable blessings in Jesus 
C

hrist and to instruct them
 to live in a m

anner 
w

orthy of them
.  This study w

ill explore Paul’s 
letter,  passage by passage, so that w

e m
ight 

better understand how
 his letter inform

s and ap-
plies to us today.

“EVERYO
NE A THEO

LO
G

IAN”
Young A

dult C
lass   —

  R
oom

 203
Chris & Kelly Redies / Em

il & M
ichele Edw

ards

Theology: it m
ay sound fancy or even intim

idat-
ing, but it im

pacts everyone. Theology is sim
-

ply the study of the nature of G
od. Everyone 

believes som
ething about G

od - from
 the m

ost 
scholarly sem

inary student to the atheist w
hose 

belief about G
od is that H

e does not exist. You 
m

ay not realize it, but your theology has a pro-
found im

pact on your daily life. The question 
is does your theology m

atch w
hat G

od has re-
vealed about H

im
self? Is w

hat you believe about 
G

od actually true? And if it is, so w
hat? H

ow
 

does the truth about G
od transform

 the w
ay you 

live your life? In this class geared tow
ards col-

lege and career-aged students, w
e w

ill explore 
core principles of theology such as the trustw

or-
thiness of the Bible, the nature of our triune G

od, 
and the nature of hum

anity and the church. As 
w

e explore these topics w
e w

ill seek to discover 
how

 these truths about G
od collide w

ith the nit-
ty-gritty, real-life issues w

e face every day.
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January calendar
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2024

N
ew Year’s D

ay

January Birthdays
 7 ......Don Hunt
11 .......Jessie Sawyer
14.......Robb Pitts
15.......Kelly Bigham
15.......Tucker Shaddox

19.......Tate Ahlers
20.......Tiffany Antle
23.......Megan Pitts
23.......Jim

 Bennett
23.......Audrey Pearson

January Anniversaries

Bible Classes, 9:45 a.m.
Morning W

orship, 10:45 a.m.
Evening W

orship, 6 p.m.
Safety/Security, 7 p.m.

Bible Classes, 9:45 a.m.
Morning W

orship, 10:45 a.m.
Evening W

orship, 6 p.m.

Bible Classes, 9:45 a.m.
Morning W

orship, 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Bible Classes Potluck, 
 

12:00 p.m.
Evening W

orship, 6 p.m.
Deacons meeting, 7 p.m.

Bible Classes, 9:45 a.m.
Morning W

orship, 10:45 a.m.
Evening W

orship, 6 p.m.

IMPACT Youth, 6:30 p.m.
Kids R.O.C.K., 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.

IMPACT Youth, 6:30 p.m.
Kids R.O.C.K., 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.

IMPACT Youth, 6:30 p.m.
Kids R.O.C.K., 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.
Trustees, 8 p.m.

IMPACT Youth, 6:30 p.m.
Kids R.O.C.K., 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.

IMPACT Youth, 6:30 p.m.
Kids R.O.C.K., 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study,
 

7:00-8:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study,
 

7:00-8:00 a.m.

AAA 55 Senior Adults activity TBA,
 

11:30 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study,
 

7:00-8:00 a.m.

Men’s Bible Study,
 

7:00-8:00 a.m.

Ladies Evening Bible Study, 
 

6:30-8:00 p.m.
Joy Seekers Ladies Bible,
 

Study, 8:30-10:15 a.m.

Ladies Evening Bible Study, 
 

6:30-8:00 p.m.
Joy Seekers Ladies Bible,
 

Study, 8:30-10:15 a.m.

Ladies Evening Bible Study, 
 

6:30-8:00 p.m.
Joy Seekers Ladies Bible,
 

Study, 8:30-10:15 a.m.

Ladies Evening Bible Study, 
 

6:30-8:00 p.m.
Joy Seekers Ladies Bible,
 

Study, 8:30-10:15 a.m.

|
IMPACT Youth Lock-In ends
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First Baptist Church
P.O. Box 165 • 18650 Spring St. 

Hermitage MO 65668
417-7456611

For to us a child is born, a son is given... (Isaiah 9:6)

Hope   World
of
the

Christmas
Day

Mon., Dec. 25
11 a.m.

Volunteers will be needed to provide specific pre-
cooked foods, meet in HFBC Fellowship Hall to 
prepare and package the meals, then deliver to 
local county jail staff & prisoners and local church 
shut-ins. Watch Main Bulletin Board for sign-ups.

HFBC Jail meal  ministry

Prepare • Package • Deliver

J O Y to the world !

P h o t o  S h o o t
 We are updating our church’s online photo directory. Any 
member or regular attendee may get their photo taken for 
the update (no charge). For your security, this directory is 
password protected. 
 The first photo session will be Sunday, Dec. 17, after 
morning worship for last names beginning with [A-J].  Be-
cause of the holidays, the dates for sessions [K-P] and [Q-Z] 
will be announced. An additional shoot will be held for any-
one who couldn’t make their alloted date. 
 Upon completing these photo shoots, we will attempt to 
take photos quarterly to keep the directory updated as mem-
bers and attendees increase. 
 Melissa Breshears has graciously agreed to be our 
photographer.

First Photo Session
Sunday, Dec. 17

after a.m. service
For Last Names 

beginning with  A thru J

HFBC  ONL INE   D IRECTORY  UPDATE


